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Mrs. Willlnm K. Vanderblit He-- 1 Importantported to Have fliven Asso- - i HUE
rlntfon 9500,000.

HELP IN CHILDREN'S COURT

More Members Needed Because Next Sunday, January 5, we expect
Work Is Done by Personal

Effort and influence. to make a very unusual
are the Hlg Sinters, and

WHO tlicy do, Is a
which many persons

were stirred to ask by the
recent report that Mrs. William K.
Vantlerhllt had Riven a half million
dollars to the association. A par-
tial nner to the question Is supplied
by the fact that upon Its publication
Mr?, Vanderblit expressed her regret
nt the circulation of siuh n report on
the ground that It might have the ef-

fort of deterring others from making
gifts to the Hbi Slaters and from giv-

ing the movement tlielr active personal
ftssMnnoe, which Is ona kind of help
Ir seeks to enlist. A fuller answer to
"tho question Is Riven by nn account of
the work and alms of tho Big Sister?.
Thus:

"A complaint by the society," calls
the clerk as he lays tho papers before
Justlco Mayo, sitting In the. Children's
Court. The mantlo of black accentuates
the silvering lmlr of Oils chlldwlse,
patient Judge, on whose fatherly f.ico
a, confidence, begetting smile plays tri-

umphantly against tho old familiar
court frown, and In whose kindly eyes
may bo read a promise of prudent
mercy.

Comes a movement after the pause,
and out from the dense gathering of
youthful delinquents awultlng their
turn advances a woman probation offi-

cer. With her Is a girl, who In appear-
ance seems not nlove 13 year, but
whose recosj gives her ngo as 13. Heavy
of tread she climbs the steps to tho
rough worn "Stage of Tears" before the
bar. Her head Is bare, her hair di-

shevelled, and across her pinched face a
traylng wisp falls unkempt, unheeded.

For h second she lifts her head and
glances forth ely ot the Judge; then
drops her eves. Indifferent, her ili'.cers
clasped, Immobile.

"(lood morning. Dorothy'" Having
discovered her name In the title of the
papers, the Justice k reels Iter In a tone
of nssnrance and encouragement. Thm

AN OCCASIONAL MOTOR TRIP.

unfoldlnc the document he notes the
burden of tho complaint. There Is a
strlklnR change In his expression as ho
again looks across the bar to the Klrl
stsndlng sullen and silent before him.

"It Krlcves mo very much, Dorothy,
to see you hero nRaln." There Is more of
recrct than reproof In the quiet, even
tones.

"And nhe Is on parole now, your
Honor," Interposes tho probation officer
nt her hide. "Her mothercomplalns that
sho can do nothing more with her. 8h
Is wayward In spite of kindly treatment
nt home. This tlmu she was out all
nlRht for threo nlRhts In succession:
and the will not clvo an account of her-
self."

"And God only known whera you
were, or what you were doing those
three nlnlils!" Tho .ludRe looked
searchlnply Into her stolid face; she re-
turns hl look uncompromlslnR.

"I am sorry for you, Dorothy." The
firm lines that settlo about the JudRe's
eyes In no way conceal the pity he feels.
"You wero Riven a cluince to go home
and bo good, my girl. Hut you would
not tny home as you should, and It
seemn you will not be good.

"I would a million times rather end
you home than to nn Institution." Ho
Is leaning far over the bar now, Intently
studying her face. "Home la where you
and every other young girl ahould be,

nd particularly at ntpht. But your
mother says she cannot keep you there.
An Institutional life might teach you
more of tho things you should not know
and of which you probably already know
too much, Your ease and every similar
one Is distressing. 'J ""'I

"Please, your Honor, we will take
cre of this girl." There Is a note of
cheer In the voice and It sounds a doft-nl- te

promise of sisterly oversight and
protection, Tho Justice with pleased
expression turns to find In tho placs
of the probation onicer a tall, trim
young woman, hor face lighted with a
smile. Kor the flrat time the girl Is
diverted from her attitude of Indiffer-
ence, She, too, turnn to the new speaker
beside her, Inquiry and awakened In-
terest In her flushed face.

"Oood morning, Mrs. Kvans! I am
rtfad you are here." There Is a tone of
relief In the Judge's greotlng. "Do I
understand that you will assume charge
or tills girl and that you will take her
to the home of your society out at Little
Neck, Lone Island?"

"Yes, your Honor, we will," and bUU
sanlling, ehe lays her arm assurlngly
about the shouldera of the unfortunate."H will tax our accommodations, butIt seems the best thing that con be donefor this cm and her family, Commit- -

i

menf in nn InatftnHtn - hi.
would probably tend to Aggravate con-- 1

unions, rather than make for better-
ment."

"I agree with you." assents the Judge,
making a note of the disposition of the'
cone across the complaint. "It will be
well for her If she consents to nccept the
opportunity you nro offering her to bo a
rood girl, I wlh you success In ac-- 1

computing good results In her case.
Tho girl Is committed to your care."

"Xe.xt case'" cries the clerk, and the
Blrl steps down, her custodian's arm
still about her shoulders as they pass
beyond tho rail.

"This nlrl Is a Protestant," says Jus-tllc- e

Mayo In n whispered aside to a
friend, "and yo she would not fall to
tho care of any of the various homes
of Catholic or Hebrew charity, both
of which are constantly represented
In this court "

"And this lidy?" She seemed worth
knowing more about.

"That Is Mrs. Madeline W. Kvans."
replies the Justice. "She Is the secre-
tary of the society known as the Big
Sisters. Their organization was not
Incorporated until a short time ago. al-
though as Individuals their Oood
Samaritan Influence has been felt In
this court for several years.

"It l within their province to care
for the unfortunate Protectant girls
who come before tho court, and who
offer some promise (if reclamation. And
I believe that tile majority of these
glrN, wllh proper encouragement and
assistance, moral, mental and material,
may be redeemed to society. The up-
lifting Intluence of the Big Sisters ha
already proved a great blessing to girls
of this elas.

"They ore gradually extending their
field of humanitarian endeavor and ar
certain to accomplish us Kreat Rood
among wayward girls as tho Big Broth
ers have achieved In the last ctcht

among unfortunate and sllcn cases tlmiugh I'hlldien's
boys. There was pressing need of such
a society as the BIr Sisters to care for
the Interests of the Irotestant girls
brotiRht before this court, and thev
are meeting that need In a splendid

"
"Although the BIr Sisters were only

recently Incorporated." explained Mr.
Kvans when flnallly she consented to
talk of the movement, "a concerted
movement for the relief and rescue of
thes unfortunate girls has been
quietly carried on by the society, as In-

dividuals, for about a year Tho results
wero so uniformly satisfactory that
those Interested were encouraged to
combine In an organization somewhat
similar to the Big Brothers movement.
inaugurated by Krnest K. Coulter,
many years clerk of the Children's
Court. Our plan of reclamation and
reformation, however. Is conducted
along much different linns.

"Credit is dlrectlv due to Mrs. Will-
iam K. Vanderblit," continued Mrs.
Kvans. "for the Inception and the or-
ganization of tho Big Sisters. After
studying the conditions prevailing In
most of the cases of young girls
brought before tho Children's Court
she was among the first to Interest her-
self personally In behalf of these un
fortunates.

"During her two years of preliminary
Investigations she reached the conclu-
sion that It was a work which could
best be done In nn Individual way
rather than by a society as such. Hhe
had proved beyond doubt that the per-
sonal equation Is the most Important
factor In accomplishing tho original
purpose, that of helping those too weak i

In moral stamina to help themselves i

or those. In the great majority, who are '

victims of their environment.
"In keeping with her Idea of In-

dividualism In tho undertaking she
tho services of her two sisters,

Mrs. T. C. Havemeyer and Mrs. Stephen
H. Olln, nnd later a number of her
friends Joined her, Tho names of all
of these pioneers In tho little girl's
welfare cause are among tho Incor-
porators of the present day organiza-
tion."

Mrs. William K. Vanderblit Is the
president of tho Hlg Sisters organiza-
tion. Mrs. Wlllard Parker, Jr., Is the
treasurer. Mrs. Willnrd D. Straight,
Mrs. William May Wright and Mrs.
Lewis fi. Morris nre the members of
the executive committee, and Mrs.
Madeline W, Kvans, as secretary, Ih the
personal representative of the society
nt tho bar of the Children's Court.
While thcro were only ahout fifty original
members of the Big Sisters the work
has had such a compelling appeal to
those who have become acquainted
with It that at present there are more
than one hundred active members.

Mrs. Kvans declares, however, that
there Is a real and pressing need at
this moment nt least three hundred
members. Tho society solicits and will
welcome to membership such women
as aro qualified for and Interested In
the work. The offices of the Big
Sisters are at 200 Fifth avenue, whore
the records show that many of the
members are looking after and caring
for three and four girls each, although
It was originally Intended to place
only one or nt most two girls In charge
of each Hlg Sister.

Kven though there were enough
active members to reduce this appor-
tionment of girls to one each It would
still be desirable to have a waiting list
of at least two hundred and preferably
threo hundred. Now that the move-
ment Is well under way and Its value
has been thoroughly established the de-
mands upon tho society aro not met
with an adequate Increase In member-
ship. The Big Sisters aro mostly
women of wealth and socially promi-
nent. The hope Is expressed that when
others learn tho need of new recruits
to carry on this cause they will come
forward and volunteer their services.

Under tho present system tho Inter-m- U

( Jhe Jlroteatant girls brought bo- -
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PLEASE YOU HONOR. WE WILL TAKE CARE OF THIS GIRL.

fore the Children's Court nro looked to wash and iron, to knit and sew. while
after by Mrs. Edwards. She Is in court , surrounded by u healthful atmosphereevery day that a piospectlve chaw Is and provided with clean. girlish amuse-t- o

be urrulgmd. keening in dally loucb nieiiis.
years unruly!"'1"1 the

for

for

h0('i,'t'- - J

hen the case is one of destitution ,

tin. financial aid of the Mich-t- is ex- -
tended. Cine of the purposes of the i

.i,',il'l' to '"''l' "'"'
" "'li themselves, employment is

f"uL,d f'.,r ,lho!"' 1,1,1 "'' l"
" lh''7Uf '"',"? '""V"'one treatment by parents

nn effort Is made to place tho girl with
somo good family that will treat her
moro or less as one of Its members.
1 lu lu .. 1.. .1.1

one of the Big Sisters looks after the ""
girl her own home, where- - Mie Is,'. ''"r" a)?alM' wbvn h returned
visited frequent Intervals. H.jk n"r nJ'w Uom" nn,i vnter er n,"w
nre furnished her .o read, suitable work "um.undlnRS. the Big Sisters -- till re- -
Is provided for her to do im.l now .m,l
again she Is taken by the Big Sister
to see Mime good play or other enter-
tainment, varied by an occasional motor
trli through tho parks, to the country
or the seashore. In fact every effort
Is made to give herZ? ncouragemeni to
keep on her good behavior.

In the case of tho wayward clrl cone
wrong, and u regrettable number are It Reneral surroundings aro accept-o- f

this nature, different methods nre ble. Tho Big Sister keeps clo.e watch
adopted. Where It seems advisable, over her her school, social nnd homo
peelully Instances of llrst offenders. Ilf'' At the proper time the irlrl Is
tho girl is paioled to her homo under
tho rare of her parents, the overnight '

of tho probation officer and the guard
lanshlp of tho Big Sister assigned
look nfter her welfare.

Slnco tho majority of these rases,
however, nre found to 1 tho direct re-
sult of homo environments, this method
Is not ulways practicable. Unless tho
parents nre able nnd willing coop-erat- o

with tho Big Sister, the girl gen- -

VISITING HER IN HER HOME.

erally finds her wny back to the liar
of the Children's Court, churged with
a second offence. In tho greater num-
ber of Instunces It has been found liest

remove tho girl from her homo sur-
roundings for a time nt lejist.

To provldo a comfortablo homo for
such girls during their detention by the
society Mrs. Vundcrbllt gave a cottuge
at Llttlo Neck, L. I., which waa com-
pletely furnished by Thatcher Adums,
But this rottagu waa entirely destroyed
by flro last August nnd until some one
shall donato another building n tem-
porary homo Is being provided at n
house In tho neighborhood, Hero the
KlrU aro taught to keep house, to cook,

The Klrl.-- taken to the home are kept

In ls
nt

es-- 1 In
In

to

to

to

thus secluded for two weeks or longer,
principally to get them away from their
u(1 lu.,,)(.aU. and ..nvironments. und to
keen th..n........ . . f,,...... n, ......i.'t,ijftibii,ii9...,.!....
of the city. Where the girl has re.pe--t-
al)1 ,,lrent, ,im, ft , ,

pas,, Is more to keep her out of fight
until her parents can move to a differ- -
ent and preferably, a distant locality,
where no one Is acquainted with her
misfortune, when she can go to her new
home without the fear of being taunted

"""" "s "er suaiuian. ine aim now
Is to protect her against temptation.
It Is at this point that tho Big Sisters
And their most responsible trust and
meet the greatest difficulties. 'it Is .i part of the duties of the Big
Sl.-t-er In charge of sucn a girl to se?
that she associate, with cleanmlnded

""'1 girls of her own ase. nnd that

taken by the Big Sister to her church
"nd placed In n Sunday school clas.
And Just here qulto often she meets
her greatest handicap. Although the
girl Ih cautioned not to ta)t of her past
or to divulge the circumstances that
brought her within the guardianship of
me jug bisters, nevertheless the facts
very often become known In one way or
another.

"Then It l" according to n state-
ment made by one of the Big Sisters,
"that the little girls of Iter Sunday
school rhms will turn up their no?es at
her, ostracize her and say all manner
of bitter. Insulting things to her, be-
cause of the fact that sho has been
before the Children's Court."

DROVE OP 8EAH0RSE9.

The Aqusrlum received 104 seahorses
from three to nve Inches In length In aetnrtn lot lstelv from Atlantic City, where
they were gsthcred from tlm leadjng nets
of pouuil nrlH tlieie set up.

These leads, as they nre called, are
single lines of netting pet vertically In
tho water, supported .in stakes, and

It may be three, four or five hun-
dred feet out from the pound net, Kish
rMiielnr the eosst and striking these leads
follow them along seeking a way through,
to bring up finally In the pound.

nut the seahorse, one of the moit
striking of all sea creatures, with a head
and body tbut benr a itrlklns; resem-
blance to the head and neck of a horse,
and. a txperlnc and prehensile tall, does
not go with the big lishes Into the pound.
When k wave rolls In from the sea the
seahorses, If they are near It, wrap their
clinging tall around a strand of the lead
net und hang on. In gathering seahorses
under such conditions the collector toes
along the lead In a small boat, lifting
the net up from the water and picking
off such seahorses as he may And. In
this manner this biff drove of seahorses
lately arrived at the Aquarium was
gathered.

At Atlantla City visitors buy seahorses
as in Florida they buy little alllsitors :
but the seahorse cannot be kept alive for
any great length of time except In circu-
lating tanks In which there is a con-
stant Inflow of new water with Its oxy-
gen content as the old water flows out.

The seahorse Is found jdonv the Atlan-
tla const from Massachusetts to South
Carolina. On this coast It grows to be
six or seren inches In length, but on the
Paclda coast It attains a length of twelrs
Inches. Seahorses have often been taken
'a tho waters of New York bay and ot
the Hudson River; hereabout they havs
this yar been more plentiful than In pre-
vious reoent seasons.

ratio the "Gun Totrrs."
From (A itaeon Tilrgraph.

The Clarke county (Irand Jury recom-
mends that the Georgia Legislature forbid
the manufacture or salo of pistol with
barrels less thanslzteen Inches In length.
Nothing could be so rffecllve as a means
of prevent lug the carrying ot concealed
weapon:, ,

announce-
ment.

It will be important enough to inter-

est the public generally and especially
those who are interested in music.

As the announcement will be very
much out of the ordinary and of a
nature unlikely to occur again we
particularly ask you to look for it in
next Sunday's papers.

The Sterling Piano Co.
Manufacturers

Wholesale and Retail Warcrooms: STERLING BUILDING,
SSSSSSSSSSSS 518-52- 0

CELEBRATION OF THE

BIRTH OF NEW YEAR

People of Xew Zealand Will

lie the First, to (Sive

Greeting.

COMIM.KX CALENDAR PLAN

Ordinary Person Altogether
Mixed I'll in Trying1 to Com-

prehend the Calculation.

birth of the new year, as

TIIK Yorkers are well aware. Is
celebrated, but how

many people know of the man-

ner In which that momentous date Is
set? Do you realize that the new year
Is really hours old before the Kront bulk
of the civilized world Is able to cele-

brate Its arrival?
Priority In rejolclnc over the event

Is netually Blven to the untutored In-

habitants of the Islands of the South
J'ni'lne. The first of the civilized world
that will greet 1913 will be the people
of far away New Zealand. Sweep-In- s

westward, the chanse of date
crosses Asia nnd then the Old World
of Kurope nnd Africa before stnrtlnK
over the Atlantic to America. fhwnrd
It speeds at the rate of a thousand miles
an hour until the first day of the new
year dies away In the middle of the
Pnclfla

In the United States the Idea of
announcing broadcast over the land
the birth of the new year orlslnnted
with the officers In chnrRe of the Naval
Observatory In Washington. Ten years
ago It was suRCSted tht the tele-

graph companies despatch at midnight
from Washington n series of signals pro-
claiming the exact moment of the new
year's beginning. Tho Idea was taken
up and signals were sent out at mid-

night and at 1. 2 and 3 o'clock In tho
morning following In order that each
BTent time division of the 1'nlted
States should receive Its own appro-
priate mldnleht signal from the capital.

The practice has now become fixed.
The signals used nre akin to those sent
out each midday. Thepe begin five min-
utes before the midnight hour by wny
of warning, nitfl rover each second of
the clock except tho twenty-nint- the
last five of each of the first four min-
utes, nml the hist ten of the final min-
ute. After this Inst long break thero
Is a single prolonged conflict, the be-

ginning of which nnnounces the exact
Instant of the arrival of the now year.

Since the beginning of this service
other telegraph nnd most of tho cnblp
companies have lent their cooperation,
and signals are now sent covering both
North and South America, all our rnlo-nl- nt

possessions, Australia, .Inpan nnd
tho principal nations of Kurope. Pome
Idea of the speed with which these New
Tear's greetings are flnshed from Well
ington to distant points can bo gathered
from the fact that It takes less than 0.4
of a second to reach tho Manila Observa-
tory; O.fi of a second to reach I.lck Ob-

servatory, California; 2.2S seconds to
cover the distance between Washington
and the const survey station In Alaska

tills Includes relaying, nnd 4 seconds
to let the Wellington Observatory In
New Zealand know that the new year
has reached us nfter tho celebration
there has been hours old.

Quite npart from sending greetings
thus 'to tho four corners of the glotxi
the New Year time service bus brought
a keener appreciation of the value of a
common standard. In Kurope at tho
present time the traveller tins still to
reckon with different standards. In
fact the condition over there Is very
much like what It was here until the
United States was cut up Into Its pres-
ent time divisions.

As has been said, the day is liorn In
the middle of tho Pacific Ocean, and
perhaps you want to know why tho
110th meridian from Greenwich, Eng-
land, was chosen to be the birthplace
for the civil nnd the astronomical day.
The answer Is: "To avoid or to lessen
the chance of International complica-
tions over the question of the day of
the week."

Time, as man, knows It In various re

Fultcn Street, Corner of Hanover Place,

mote parts of the globe was originally
carried there by the early navigators,
and variances of dato followed, depend-
ing upon whether the seafarers arrived
there from the east or from the west.
If you take an atlas you will find the
International date line to be Irregular.
It zigzags east and west of the true
180th meridian, and this records the sur-
viving Intluence of those ancient sailors.
It also shows bow tenuclously some
Kuropcun nations, because of their long

rilntif..ri nf tin. sm. still hold to
their own meridians for the determin
ing of their midnight or their noon.

The uso of the meridian of Ferro,
passing near the largest of the Canary
Islands, was adopted by Ptolemy In
the second century of the Christian
ern becuuse thot-- Islands were then
the westernmost land known and that
Imaginary line divided the eastern and
the western hemispheres of that period.
The meridian of Ferro Is something
over seventeen degrees west of Green-
wich, aiftl on that account makes a
difference of more than an hour from
the English standard. In the days of
the early navigators and even down
to the seventeenth century this merid-
ian of Ferro was generally used. In
1634 the zero meridian was placed at
Paris and the Greenwich prime merid-
ian followed several years afterward.
Here was the beginning of the con-
fusion.

When the Portuguese set out upon
their voyage of discovery they sailed
to the eastward by going down and
nround the southern end of Africa.
When they reached thp Philippines they
called them the Islands of the Orient.
When the Spaniards arrived there, hav
ing sailed In the opposite direction and
around tho lower end of South Amer-
ica, they called the Philippines the
Islands of the We-s- t.

These pioneer circumnavigators did
not realize the need of altering their
dates on crossing the 180th meridian:
so It came to pass that Hongkong and
Manila until 1 S4T. called the same day
Saturday and Sunday. The last day of
December, 1S44, was omitted by com-
mon consent on the part of these two
cities and the 31t of December became
tho first day of January, ISIS.

For reasons of stnte thp Philippines
up to that time had carried an east-
erly date because their Portuguese dis-

coverers had reached them from that
direction. A similar condition existed
here upon our own continent until we
nc(iilred Alaska. The Itusslan ex-
plorers of Alaska, reaching there from
the west, carried with them western
lime, while our own people approached
that .stdo of tho continent from the
east, bringing the slower or delayed
date. In other words we were running
uwny from tho sun. which mnrked the
birth of each day. For a great many
years the Islands of the Pacific had n
variety of dates, though often separated
but n short dlstnnce, their original
foreign colonists being responsible for
this confusion.

Why the dnto changes upon passing
tho URth meridian Is not ordinarily
understood by thp layman nny more
than the need of It was realized by trie
early seafarer. Travelling west the day
changes ns soon as that meridian 1

past, whllo coming east tho old day
remains. l,et us understand this.

Tho earth turns to the eastward at
the rate of a thousand miles an hour,
broadly stated. A ship travelling toward
the cast goes through space nt a speed
nf a thousand miles an hour plus Its
own velocity. An ocean liner speeding
along nt twenty knots an hour covers
4K0 knots n dny, nnd when sho has
thus run a thousand miles eastward she
will have overreached the locnl tlmo of
her position by one full hour. If she
wero running to tho westward the con-
dition would be reversed.

Upon reaching tho 118th meridian,
no matter what time of the day the
clock may mark or how much of that
day be apparently spent let us assume
she Is twelvo hours ahead of local time

then the vessel's log will actually con-
tinue the day twelve hours more. This
will make that day one of thirty-si- x

hours in order to give local time a
chance to catch up, sd to speak. In
this way there may be two holidays,
two Sundays or two days of uny date
In succession, one of them being as long
only as the ship's tlmo has overrun
the local time. Again, this state ot
affairs Is reversed when tho ship is
travelling toward tho west.

The early navigators did not take
this fact Into consideration. Kach ot
them went on hla way quite satisfied

Brooklyn.

with the markings of his clock. p.slbly set weeks or months before at hislast home port. Sailing by uncertainwinds, through waters swept by in.
sltlloiiH currents and travelling formonth nfter month, it Is a marvel thatthe dates were not even more mistaken
then.

Hut these are not the onlv curiousthings about timekeeping. liven now
we have three ways of reckoning ourdays. We have un astronomical day, a
civil day und u nautical day. The civilday is born ut midnight! the nauticalday ends ut noon of that civil day, and
the astronomical day begins at noon of
the civil day. The public need not
bother about the nstronomlcal day, but
the nautical one figures Importantly
In seafaring life and had much to do
with the dates given by the old navi-gators.

It Is 4hus plain that any single datemay In this way be a part of two dis-
tinct days, provided we are reckoning
with the nautical and the civil days of
a given name or monthly number. If
we Include astronomical reckoning one
aay may oe partly In three days. Take

or example Wednesday, the 1st of
January, 1913. By astronomical nnd
nautical reckonings one-ha- lf of this
date In each case Is on Wednesday. The
first half of the 1st of Janunry by the
nautical division Is In Tuesday, the 31st
of December, while the second half of
the first day of the new year, agreeably
to the astronomical day. Is In Thun-day- .

the 2d of January, by civil tlie. This
Is rather puzzling, Isn't It?

Because of all of this confusion It was
proposed back In 1884 at an Interna-
tional conference composed of repre
sentatives from twenty-fiv- e other coun-
tries and held In Washington to nbollsh
both the astronomical nnd nautical days
and to substitute In their stead the civil
day beginning at midnight. It was fur-
ther proposed that the meridian of
Greenwich should be universally ac-
cepted as the prime meridian.

The Governments of all but three of
the countries expressed approval: two
of .these remained silent, nnd we reojded
from our own proposol. The reason for
our refusal quite likely lay In the fact
that tho "Nautical Almanac" and Ih- -'

"American Ephemeris" are supposed to
be published three years In advance of
their date: the abolition of the nautlcnl
and .the astronomical day would have
upset the extensive calculations involved
In this work. The late Prof. Simon
Newcomb was then the director of the
"Nautical Almanac." With all his genius
that remarkable man could not view the
project from an International stand-
point. His Idea ot the proposition he
expressed In this mnnner:

"A capital plan for use during the
millennium. Too perfect for the present
state of humanity. Sec no moro reason
for considering Europe In this matter
than for cmslderlng .the Inhabitants of
tho planet Mars."

Prof. Newcomb did not foresee the
coming of wireless telegraphy, and the
day of the proposed universal standard
Is well nigh here bpenuse of the ever
widening reach of this means of distant
communication.

People who take but little notice of
the minutes, and all too often even tho
hours, cannot appreciate the cxqulxlto
exactness with which the Government
tries .to mark tho passing of each second
of time. The clocks In tho Naval Ob
servatory arc marvels of accuracy, and
no pains are spared to keep them nn the
year through.

The standard timepiece employed Is a
Kessels clock of wonderful workmun-shi- p

and susceptible of extremely deli-

cate adjustment. This clock marks
mean time, which Is tho division of tho
day Into hours, minutes and seconds em-
ployed for the ordinary functions of life.
The regulation of thlc clock Is so ex-

quisite that Its dally "rate," that Is, guln
or loss, has been reduced to a constant
value of variation which Is well nigh

cro.
This timepiece cannot bo connected

electrically for chronometrlc service, so
It Is compared dally by means nt a
sidereal sounder and checked by tho

of Its beats with tho hitter.
An the beats of the Kessels clock are
wholly Inaudible to the unaided ear, i
microphone la used which magnlllrs
the otherwise noiseless beat.

Remember somo ot these thru
when the present year dies and tlm
new ono Is born and realize how much
closer tho world will bo bound by
common Impulse despite tho bnhcl of
tongues when wireless unites all lands
by single standard.


